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The mission of Mothers Against Drunk 

Driving is to stop dunk driving, support the 

victims of this violent crime and prevent 

underage drinking. 

FROM THE BOARD 
Will Womble, Advisory Board Chair 
        

“I think I can…I think I can.”   This is a 
phrase we have all had read to us.  It, of 
course, comes from the famous 
children’s book, The Little Engine That 
Could.  This book, and its trademark 
quote, is often used to illustrate how 
individuals, teams, entities, etc…can 
overcome seemingly impossible tasks or 
obstacles.   

However, there is a secondary theme that may sometimes be 
overlooked.  We know the little engine ultimately climbed 
the mountain.  Although the story may end there, its 
application for us continues.  In life, we are faced with more 
than just one hill to summit.  Tackling the next obstacle is 
sometimes less daunting when we can look back and know 
we’ve done it once already.  

Some of you may be asking – why is he going down this 
strange tangent?  Well, we just completed our Fall Walk.  
Consistently, the goals for our various functions continue to 
increase.  Just as consistently, MADD Southeast Texas 
continues to exceed them.  Such was not always the case.  
Once the group realized it could, this experience and 
confidence was drawn upon to achieve the next goal.  The 
Fall Walk was no different.  All goals – money raised; 
sponsorships; walkers; etc… - exceeded all goals.   

Of course, none of this could be done without the help of 
volunteers and without the leadership of MADD.  Heather 
Smith, Special Events Manager for MADD, and her team of 
volunteers did an incredible job coordinating this event.  
Thank you to Elizabeth Williams; Stephanie Knific; Tam 
Harwell; Ina Jones; Jeanette Einkauf; Stephanie Wells; 
Chance McMillan; Kate Werner; Anthony Navarro; Nikki 
McShan; and Dana Tyson.   
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Upcoming events sponsored by, supporting or endorsed by MADD Southeast Texas 

Resources for victims of drunk/impaired driving crashes, and their loved ones 

Chaplains dedicated to supporting law enforcement and victim of drunk driving  

Resources, opportunities and spotlights on volunteer efforts 

Information and activities for youth under age 21 

Judicial Matters and Court Monitoring 

Wear your support — information on ordering MADD shirts 

Updates and activities of law enforcement agencies 

Legislation and public policy issues that affect MADD and drunk/impaired driving 
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List of members of the MADD S.E. Texas Advisory Board 

National, State and Local facts and figures 
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MADD SE TEXAS “GOLF LIKE MADD” TOURNAMENT  
February 23, 2015  Willow Fork County Club 

All Day      Katy, TX 
 

Call 281-590-2222 or email Heather.Smith@MADD.org 

FEBRUARY 

23 

 
MADD ON THE HILL  

 
      January 27, 2015  Austin, TX  

Join MADD Staff and Volunteers at the State Capital 
Let your voice be heard! 

Call 281-590-2222 or email Dave.Anderson@MADD.org 

JANUARY  

27 

 
SPRING—WALK LIKE MADD—SUGAR LAND  

  
   May 16, 2015  Oyster Creek Park 

8:00am—12:00pm     Sugar Land, TX 
  

Call 281-590-2222 or email Heather.Smith@MADD.org 

MAY 

16 

 

TAKE THE WHEEL LAW ENFORCEMENT LUNCHEON 
April ??, 2015    Location TBA 

 
This is an invitation only event honoring members of law enforcement  

and  those that support them. 

APRIL 

? 

 
MADD NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

 
June 4-6, 2015  Crystal Gateway Marriott 

        Washington DC 
  

 4-6 

 

MADD SE TEXAS CELEBRATION OF LIFE  
                   March 28, 2015  Wesley Academy 

                                                                   First Methodist Church 
11:00am to 1:30pm    10570 Westpark Drive 
                                                                     Houston, TX 77042 
Call 281-590-2222 or email Dave.Anderson@MADD.org 

MARCH 

28 

MAY 
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“GOLF LIKE MADD” 
     MADD Southeast Texas is holding their 4th annual 
Golf Like MADD Tournament February 23 at Willow 
Fork Country Club, Katy. MADD’s Golf Tournament is 
chaired by Bob Meek; also working on the 
tournament is a volunteer committee and staff 
advisor, Heather Smith. They are looking forward to 
another amazing year! Golf Like MADD has grown 
each year, 2014 was a success with a full course of 
teams and raising over $20,000 for the MADD 
Southeast Texas affiliate. Things to look forward to 
at the event: lunch, an amazing course, a 
professional long driver - on hole 9 taking a swing 
for you at 380+ Yards (a must see!), fun contest on 
the green, a great dinner and an awesome silent 
auction- it is hard to go home without some must--
have treasure. 
     We sincerely appreciate any support that you are 
able to give us. We are currently looking for 
sponsors, players and donations! The entry for this 
event is $150/player & $500/team. Your entry 
includes a boxed lunch, range balls, cart, snacks, 
drinks, and a buffet dinner that will include the 
closing ceremonies, silent auction and awards. If 
you don’t play golf but would like to join us for the 
awards dinner let us know. A dinner ticket is $20; 
we would love to have you!  New this year:  we are 
offering memorial tribute t-box signs. For a donation 
of $100 you can honor your loved one with their 
picture and up to 5 lines representing that person. 
You can also sponsor a memorial tribute sign for a 
victim survivor family. 
     If you are planning on being a sponsor for this 
year’s event please contact Heather Smith. Our 
sponsor levels start at $150 for t-box and go up to 
$5,500 to be a presenting sponsor. We offer many 
great benefits to our sponsors including duel 
sponsorship with our Walk Like MADD Houston. 
Depending on your level of sponsorship you will 
automatically be on the back of our 600+ Walk Like 
MADD Houston T-shirts. Thank you to our past and 

current sponsors as we are truly blessed by your 
generosity! 
     Contact Heather and Bob if you have any 
questions or would like to participate in any way. 
We'd love for you to be a part of the event!  

All proceeds from the tournament stay here in 
MADD Southeast Texas so we can continue with our 
very important mission to stop drunk driving, 
support the victims of this violent crime and prevent 
underage drinking. We would appreciate you taking 
a moment to pass this email along to anyone you 
know who might also be interested in participating in 
the tournament. 
     We thank each of you for your continuing 
support.    For information, contact Heather Smith, 
Special Events Manager @ 
Heather.Smith@madd.org , phone 281-590-2222  or  
Bob Meek, Golf Like MADD Chair, at 
bob.meek@svn.com. 

mailto:Heather.Smith@madd.org
mailto:bob.meek@svn.com


Healing through a Victim Impact Statement 

      It is your right as a victim to address the offender at sentencing.  The Victim Impact Statement is the voice of 
the victim and a powerful tool for healing.  Many times during the criminal case process you feel ignored, 
even told that you can’t show emotions at the courtroom, that you should suffer in silence. 
 
      Throughout our lives, we are told to "speak up" or to "stand up for ourselves." And as much as drunk 
driving victims long to do just that, they often find that the criminal justice system demands that they suffer in 
silence. But victims need to express their feelings in order to heal. That's why a victim impact statement (VIS) is 
not only one of the most effective means of communicating the voice of the victim in the criminal justice 
system, it is also one of the most healing things a victim can do. 

The Statement 
      A VIS is an open letter to the judge from the victim or 
their loved one describing the physical, financial and 
emotional loss caused by a drunk driving crash. It is also 
the only opportunity victims have to address the judge 
and to tell him or her the impact the crime has had on 
their lives. 
      But the two most important aspects of a VIS are that 
it allows victims to be heard and to take part in the 
criminal justice system. All too often, victims feel 
isolated and powerless. By being allowed to write a VIS, 
and in some states read it aloud in court, the victim 
becomes part of the process. In doing so, the victims' 
emotions are validated.  In short, a VIS empowers 
victims. 

 
Power of the Pen 
      All states allow the presentation of a written 
impact statement to the judge or to the court. And 
most victims find that just the act of writing a VIS is 
therapeutic. 
      While it takes immense courage and fortitude to 
put one's feelings on paper, writing a VIS is effective 
in providing victims focus and perspective on the 
impact the crime has had in their lives and on their 
grief. That clarity helps victims embrace their pain by 
seeing in black and white that their feelings of sorrow 
and anguish are appropriate and understandable. 
      Victims should, however, be patient in writing 
their statement because it can take several attempts 
to get the words just right. But a VIS is not about 
writing the perfect essay, it is about writing from the 
heart. 

 
The Spoken Step 
      Another level of healing for victims is the 

opportunity to verbally express feelings of pain 

and loss. Many victims who are allowed to read 
their VIS in the courtroom feel it's cleansing and 
cathartic because they are able to speak out about 
the devastation they've experienced. 
      It also helps victims to give further meaning to 
their loved one's life because their words are 
potentially influencing how the offender will be 
punished. And regardless of the sentence, victims 
know that they did all that they could do to see that 
justice was served. 
      Despite the fact that victims are not allowed to 
directly address the offender, reading their 
statement in court helps to guarantee that the 
offender will have the opportunity to hear the 
tragic consequences of his or her actions. For 
victims, this helps take back some of the control the 
offender unjustly and abruptly took. 
 
A Point in the Journey 
      Whether victims write or write and read their 
statements, a VIS offers those who are struggling to 
cope with the death or injury of a loved one help in 
their healing journeys. 
      The voice of the victim is the voice of someone 
speaking out and standing up for justice. 
 

A Good Victim Impact Statement: 
 Can be read in three to five minutes. 

 Does not repeat evidence already presented. 

 Focuses on what the crime means to the victim  
       emotionally, physically and/or financially. 

 Is simple and descriptive 

 Communicates how the victim's life is different  
       due to the crash 

informer 
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For many people, this is a season of 

celebrations. However, the holidays are often a 

difficult time for those of us who are bereaved 

and coping with loss. Many bereaved and injured 

people face this season with apprehension often 

in fear of their emotional reactions to what are 

supposed to be happy, memorable events.  

A common question asked by those mourning a 

loved one or struggling to make sense of other 

losses is, “How can I get through the holidays?” 

There is no single answer of what we should or 

should not do, but it is important that we 

consider what activities are comfortable for us to 

participate in during the holidays. 

Here are some suggestions for people 

experiencing bereavement and/or injury for 

coping during the holidays: 

 Plan ahead for the approaching holidays. 

Accept that this might be a difficult time for you. 

The additional stress this season brings may 

impact you emotionally, physically and 

spiritually. These are normal reactions. Be 

prepared for rushes of emotions that may occur. 

 Recognize that the holidays might not be the 

same as they were in the past. Expecting 

everything to seem the same might lead to 

disappointment. Modify or make new traditions if 

it feels right. Just remember to include others 

who are grieving, especially children, in 

decisions. 

 Don’t overwhelm or over commit yourself. 

Give yourself a reprieve. Take time for yourself 

and take care of yourself. Take it slow and easy, 

one step at a time. 

 Be careful not to isolate yourself. It is all right 

to take time for yourself, but try not to cut your-

self off from the support of family and friends. 

 The holidays may affect other family 

members. Talk to others as you make plans and 

share your feelings. Respect other’s choices and 

needs, and compromise if necessary. 

 Expect to experience some feelings of 

emotional pain. When the feelings come, let 

them. 

 Accept a few invitations to be with close 

family or friends. Choose the ones that sound 

most appealing at the time and decline the ones 

that feel more like an obligation. 

 Talk about your feelings. Let people know if 

you are having a tough day. 

Share your favorite stories with others and make 

a toast or light a candle in honor and 

remembrance. 

When everyone else appears so happy and 

cheerful, it is easy to feel alone. You may feel 

out of sorts with the holiday season. Recognizing 

that the holidays can be painful often helps ease 

that sense of isolation. If you need any additional 

assistance, please call 1-877-MADD-HELP (877-

623-3435). MADD is just one call away. 

Holiday Grief Tips    BY MADD 

http://www.madd.org/blog/holiday-grief-tips.html
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Care Tips for Family and Friend             Coping Through the Holidays   
By  MADD 

Friends and relatives sometimes fail to realize how 

significant they can be in the healing process during 

the holidays.  More distant acquaintances will be 

absent in the flurry of holiday activity.  Many simply 

acknowledge that they don’t want to face pain 

during a time that is traditionally joyful. 

You can be a healing agent to those you love this 

holiday season.   

Here is how you can help: 

Ask to help with specific tasks.  “Call me if you 

need me” is not a useful offer.  Instead say: “I’d 

love to do some shopping for you when I do mine. 

May I?” or “I imagine decorating the house will be 

hard this year.  May I come help you or do it for 

you some morning?” 

Be a good listener.  The holiday will draw our deep 

feelings for surviving families.  Many will feel they 

must talk about their loved one.  Hear their feelings 

and accept them.  Learn to be comfortable with 

silences and don’t feel you need to interrupt them. 

Write a holiday letter.  Many things can be said 

on paper which may be difficult to say in person.  A 

letter can be treasured, read again and again, and 

kept forever. 

Invite the bereaved to social outings.  Don’t 

assume he or she should go or wouldn’t go.  Simply 

ask, and accept the response.  It won’t hurt to ask a 

second time a few days later if the first response 

was negative, but the decision is still theirs. 

Give a gift or make a donation in memory of 

the one who was killed. 

Mention the name of the one who was killed 

often.  It is important for the bereaved to speak 

and hear their loved one’s name.  It may be painful, 

but the pain is already there and the opportunity to 

talk about the one they miss so much will be 

cherished. 

 

 

Christmas is a difficult holiday to cope with after 

loss. Here are some tips that work for some people. 

Try those that you feel may work for you, and 

discard the ones that you don’t think will help. It’s 

not a choice of pain or no pain, but how you will 

manage the pain for that day. 

Light a special candle for your loved one.  

Attend a special Loving Memory Tree service 

and be with others who are suffering with loss.  

Create something special for your loved one: 

light a tree in the garden for him/her; make a 

memorial donation to his/her favorite charity.  

Religious services: consider attending the service 

at a different time/location; perhaps attending a 

completely different service.  

Continue to hang a stocking for your loved 

one: fill it with little things he/she loved and give it 

to a needy child who wouldn’t otherwise have a 

stocking.  

Change tradition: perhaps consider changing the 

time you open gifts; where/how you spend the 

holidays; perhaps go someplace warm (remember 

though, your grief will still be with you).  

Tree or no tree: talk to the rest of your family and 

decide what is best for this season; you may 

change your mind for next year.  

New decoration: place a decoration (perhaps an 

angel) on the tree in memory of your loved one and 

add to it each year.  

Shopping: pick off hours to shop; make a list; if 

shopping is too difficult try giving cash or asking a 

friend to pick a gift up for you.  

Plan ahead: If you don’t think you can make a 

special function, offer to “show up” but explain you 

may not be able to stay for long.  

Do what is right for you: if you need quiet time – 

take it; if you need to cry – cry; talk about your 

loved one; let people know what it is you feel you 

need.  



                    
Relating to Suffering     

informer 

Accidents, health issues / cancer, a job loss, or 

a wayward teen can bring hurt to a family mem-

ber or a friend.  A part of us wants to help, 

wants to say something, but we don’t quite 

know what to say. Hurting people usually want 

to talk about their life situation, so one of the 

most caring things you can do is LISTEN! A 

simple “hey, I’ve been thinking about you, fill me 

in on what’s happening” can open up a conver-

sation. Let the other person lead the way on 

how much or how little they want to tell you. 

Other things that are helpful: 

Showing up. You might have felt the im-

pulse to call a friend or drop by to visit. 

Do it. Take the initiative to ask them out 

to lunch or just call to say hi.  

Ask how they are doing, then listen. 

“When I had cancer, a close friend was 

an excellent listener without telling me 

about the latest miracle treatment that 

worked for someone else. They just lis-

tened and didn’t offer me any pat advice”.  

Do NOT say “ I know how you feel” , “ it’s 

for the best”, or “it must be God’s will”, 

but DO say a simple “I’m sorry this hap-

pened to you”, “I’m here for you”, “how 

are you feeling?”, “that is terrible!” or just 

“I’m so sorry”. 

Pray for the person - if I do not get to pray 

WITH that person, I make sure I pray 

FOR them. A simple “God, Help their 

spouse get through this day at work” is 

helpful; a prayer need not be long to be 

effective.  

Offer practical help - ask them “What can I 

do for or with you?” but ONLY if you are 

sincere. DO NOT tell them “if you need 

anything, call” because that puts the bur-

den on the hurting person who may feel 

like they are imposing on you. Instead, 

be specific, say “I would like to bring a 

meal by on Tuesday or Wednesday, 

which day works for you? 

DO NOT share your personal experiences 

since that shifts focus onto YOU. Do 

NOT share ‘horror stories’ of someone 

who had the same disease / injury and 

had a bad operation or outcome. Consid-

er how a story can affect someone before 

you decide to share it.  

Be OK with silence It’s kind to say to the 

hurting person “ I don’t really know what 

to say or do right now, so I’ll just be with 

you if that’s ok”.  If they ask you to leave, 

don’t take it personally; they might just be 

really tired/worn out at that point.  

Avoid trying to “ cheer them up”  or the 

“look on the bright side” statements. This 

can create a yo-yo effect on their emo-

tions – they might cheer up for a short 

time, but a letdown usually occurs when 

you leave.  

Avoid “glossing over” by saying such 

things as “You’ll get over it”, “time heals 

all wounds”, you’ll be fine” One person 

said “I felt they did not hear me or under-

stand what I had said”.  

Do not tell them how strong they are. 

Sometimes we need the opportunity to 

be weak, to lean on someone, and to let 

someone else be strong.  

By:  Chaplain Virginia Howell 
       Crisis Chaplaincy of Harris County 
       www.ccofhc.com 

http://www.ccofhc.com


Packing MADD S.E. Texas in your Suitcase as you Travel!  
                                                    By: Dave Anderson, Coordinator of Volunteer Resources, MADD S.E. Texas Affiliate 

Advisory Board Member, Andrea Schmauss, Chair 
of the “Take the Wheel” Programs and Law 
Enforcement support and appreciation team lead, 
had the privilege of visiting the Las Vegas 
Metropolitan Police Department at a 6:30 a.m. shift 
briefing, while on a personal trip to Las Vegas in 
October.  Andrea reached out, through the Las 
Vegas MADD office, and with the help of Houston 
Police Captain Paul Follis, and MADD Southern 
Nevada employee Kathy Bienenstein, opened doors 
and helped bridge relationships with MADD Las 
Vegas and the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Dept.   
 
Andrea spoke with the officers, handed out 
challenge coins, gave lots of hugs and made some 
wonderful new friends.  Andrea reported that “Lt 
Jacoby, of the LVMPD, was an amazing host who 
came to meet me even though he normally works 
the night shift. He took us on a tour of the facility 
and made us feel right at home.”  It is reported that 
this brief visit will benefit the relationship between 
MADD LV and the law enforcement officers further 
then they have been able to have in years!   
MADD Nevada employee Kathy Bienenstein and 

Nevada volunteer Bonnie Swadling accompanied 
Andrea to the shift briefing. 
 
When you are traveling, and visiting other cities or 
states, please consider taking the spirit and being 
an Ambassador sharing MADD S.E. Texas with other 
MADD offices and missions!  

informer 



MADD’s 3 Part Mission 

MADD is asked to “get behind” and support many worthwhile causes and missions. But MADD’s re-

sponse is always “until we succeed in all three aspects of our mission we cannot take on any others.”  

So here are the 3 points of the MADD Mission: 

  MADD will stop drunk driving. 

  MADD will support the victims of this violent crime. 

  MADD will prevent underage drinking. 

informer 

       
 

 A successful event, Walk Like MADD The Woodlands, with MADD S.E. Texas Executive Director John 
McNamee, Event Manager Heather Smith, and the MADD S.E. Texas Interns (left to right) Mary Guiton, 
Heather, Nicole Rosen, Jeannette Rodriguez, John, and a walker! 

To Volunteer with ANY of the MADD S.E. Texas programs and events please contact Dave Anderson, Coor-
dinator of Volunteer Resources, MADD S.E. Texas Affiliate office 281-590-2222 Ext. 4839  or 
dave.anderson@madd.org.  

mailto:dave.anderson@madd.org
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Top 10 Countdown: Why Volunteer??? 

#10: It's good for you. 
Volunteering provides physical and 
mental rewards. It reduces tress.  
Experts report that when you focus on 
someone other than yourself, it interrupts 
usual tension-producing patterns. 
Makes you healthier. Moods and 
emotions, like optimism, joy, and control 
over one's fate strengthen the immune 
system. 
 

#9: It saves resources. 
Volunteering provides valuable community 
services so more money can be spent on 
local improvements. The estimated value 
of a volunteer's time is $15.39 per hour. 

 

#8: Volunteers gain professional 
experience. 
You can test out a career. 
 

#7: It brings people together. 
As a volunteer you assist in uniting people 
from diverse backgrounds to work toward a 
common goal, building camaraderie and 
teamwork 

 

#6: It promotes personal growth 
and self esteem. 
Understanding community needs helps 
foster empathy and self-efficacy. 

 

#5: Volunteering strengthens 
your community. 
As a volunteer you help support families, 
improve schools, support youth, and help 
change the community for a safer and 
drunk driving free neighborhoods and 
roads!  

#4: You learn a lot. 
Volunteers learn things such as: 
Self: Volunteers discover hidden talents 
that may change your view on your self 
worth. 
Government: Through working with local 
non-profit agencies, volunteers learn about 
the functions and operation of our 
government. 
Community: Volunteers gain knowledge of 
local resources available to solve 
community needs. 

 

#3: You get a chance to give       
back. 
People like to support community 
resources that they use themselves or that 
benefit people they care about. 

 

#2: Volunteering encourages 
civic responsibility. 
Community service and volunteerism are 
an investment in our community and the 
people who live in it. 

 

#1: You make a difference. 
Every person counts! If its an ongoing, long 
term relationship of help OR a one time 
event or project!  
 

WE NEED YOU!!!  
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 

VICTIM SERVICES: 

The cornerstone of MADD’s Mission and one that happens every day to assist and support the 
victims and survivors of this violent crime. 

SPEAK UP AND SPEAK OUT: 

For those extroverts among us. We need speakers and individuals willing to train in order to spread 
MADD’s Mission to civic groups, churches, school groups, etc. 

PUBLIC POLICY: 

Involvement in the legislative process as it relates to the laws and Texas’ response to the Drunk 
Driving epidemic in our state. 

YOUTH PROGRAMS: 

Several programs on which to speak and also instruct parents and youth about safety, underage 
drinking and similar topics.  Also opportunities for adults to work with student organization to 
promote no high school drinking. 

COURT MONITORING: 

This is hands on observation in the courtroom as cases are tried. Using MADD guidelines to record 
and report on the process of cases and their results. This particular activity occurs during the day, 
Monday through Friday. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT APPRECIATION. 

Visiting with our men and women in blue, to say thank you for their dedication and commitment to 
keeping our roadways free of drunk drivers.  Activities here are around the clock, attending roll 
calls/shift briefings, ride-alongs and support for no refusal weekends.  Regardless of your schedule, 
there are opportunities for you to participate. 

EVENTS AND DEVELOPMENT: 

Behind the scenes fun and a tiny bit of hard work to support events sponsored by MADD.  Also our 
office staff can always use administrative help in both daily activities and special projects. There are 
a wide range of tasks that we never seem to have the time to finish! 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT: 

Do you have 3 hours a week? Or 3 hours a month to come to our offices and volunteer as an 
Administrative Assistant? We need help in a range of duties. 

 

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact  

Dave Anderson at 281-590-2222 
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When Justice is Lost in Tragedy 

By Erica Moriarty 
Student, Ithaca College (Ithaca, NY) 

In December 2012, many in the Texas area became 
familiar with the case of David Barajas. After his truck 
broke down on a rural road, his 11- and 12-year-old 
sons attempted to push the truck to safety when 
they were hit and killed by 20-year-old Jose Banda.  

At the time, Banda had a blood alcohol level that was 
twice the legal limit. Later that night, he was shot 
and killed. In early 2013, the father of the two boys, 
Barajas was accused of killing Banda in revenge of his 
two sons. Recently on August 27, Barajas was 
acquitted since investigators never acquired the gun 
and there was no eyewitness to the case.  

The tragedy in this case is threefold. First, three 
tragic deaths occurred that night, creating endless 
heartache for the family and friends of both the 
Barajas and Banda families. Any way the story is 
spun, all three boys remain sons, brothers, nephews 
and friends to someone else.  

Second, justice was not served. One can argue in eye-
for-an-eye politic that Banda’s murder was justice. 
However, taking these violent tragedies into vigilante 
hands (whomever’s hands those were) only creates 
more violence, not to mention little closure to either 
family. The children’s killer did not get his day in 
court and from what the public knows, neither did 
Banda’s killer.  

Finally, underage drinking and driving is at the core 
of this tragedy. Although reports suggest that 
Banda’s blood alcohol level was twice the legal limit, 
the truth of the matter is that there was no legal limit 

for Banda. He was only 20-years-old. If he chose to 
break the law and drink, then he especially should 
not have chosen to drive. This tragedy simply raises 
the question of what can be done for drunk driving 
related death and injustice to stop. 

The answer is simpler than one would think – 
education. This education begins in the home to 
those teenagers coming of age. Stories like those of 
the Barajas family need to be shared and learned 
from. Drunk driving incidents like this happen every 
day, sometimes because those underage do not 
understand how easily tragedy can happen. 

Sharing the stories of those affected by drunk driving 
is and can be a powerful tool to combating drunk 
driving incidents. The solution to preventing this 
tragedy begins with education at home and school 
in order to avoid even more justices being lost in 
tragedies.   

The “Youth” View 



There’s a powerful question that should ring in the 

ears of every parent, caregiver or guardian to anyone 

under 21 — what can we do to stop the issue of 

drinking and driving, needless deaths and the 

injustice that sometimes follows the process? 

The answer is always the same: education and 

awareness. This education needs to start at home for 

those of middle school age and above.  Critical lines 

of communication must be opened between the 

youth, parents and those in authority. The Barajas 

family's story and other stories must be shared and 

lessons learned so as not to be repeated. All too often 

these tragedies are happening day after day. The 

youth see themselves as invincible and are not 

grasping how easily tragedy happens. 

Family survivors telling these stories are the most 

influential means of fighting this on-going battle 

against drunk driving. Anyone can be an instrument 

against this battle, be aware, get educated on the 

issue, and communicate with your young family 

members. 

We urge every family who has experienced the death 

or serious injury of a loved one at the hands of a 

drunk driver to step forward and tell their story to 

teenagers at gatherings at school or after school 

activities or youth groups sponsored by the various 

churches in the Houston area.  Reaching out to this 

vulnerable, easily impressed population is the most 

direct way to touch their hearts and give them a new 

perspective on careless activities that can result in 

disability or death. 

Communicating with teenagers who live in a parallel 

universe is not always an easy task.  But, it can and 

must be done in order to slow the carnage on our 

roads.  Your story, told from the heart, will do more 

to sway a teenager than you can possibly realize.  “Do 

not drive if you have been drinking, do not ride with 

someone who is drinking or using drugs.  Take care of 

the precious life you have been given.”  That is the 

message.  We can share this message verbally and 

with our actions.  Children and teenagers learn from 

the behavior of others.  We can also share this 

message by speaking of our tragedies, failures, losses 

and heartbreak.   

Please consider joining the Speakers’ Bureau of 

MADD.  Your story is important.  Your time, your 

experience, your insight could well change the course 

of many lives.  Reach out to the vulnerable and 

impressionable population of teenagers and make a 

difference in their perspective and choices.  

informer 

The “Adult” View 
By Sheila Henderson 
MADD Advisory Board, Youth Chairperson 

Lost Justice in Tragedy –  
Second Voice  
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My experience with MADD has been deeply 

rewarding; I have learned many valuable lessons 

that will stay with me forever. My internship with 

MADD gave me the opportunity take a deep look 

into one of society’s most haunting problems, 

drinking and driving. Driving under the influence is 

bad; you can seriously harm someone and I knew 

that. But it wasn’t until I began my internship with 

MADD that I fully realized the devastating 

consequences it has. I believe most people know 

they shouldn’t drink and drive; even the ones that 

do it nonetheless. But I also think that their 

perception of the consequences is perhaps very 

superficial, at least it was for me. I was aware that 

you can kill someone and end up in prison; however, 

knowing based on reading articles and watching the 

news doesn’t compare to watching it all unfold in a 

court room. Attending court cases not only taught 

me about how the legal system handles offenders, 

but I also saw the tremendous toll it takes on 

everyone involved:  not only victim’s family but also 

the offender and his/her family.   

During my short time with MADD I’ve had the 

opportunity to meet some incredible people, such 

as parents of victims who lost their life in a drunk 

driving crash. Many of them volunteer in events to 

raise awareness about the dangers of drinking and 

driving. The strength and courage they have to 

speak about their experience is inspirational, after 

losing their child to a drunk driver they chose to 

honor their child with purpose and to help others 

learn from their experience. My experience with 

MADD was life changing, I will forever be aware of 

the issue, and I hope to encourage everyone around 

me to take drinking and driving much more 

seriously. 

Court Monitoring First Hand By Bertha Diaz. MADD Intern 

 



 

 

Show your Support in a Fashionable Way! 

Have you seen the new MADD S.E. Texas shirts that are available now? Such an easy and cool way to remind 
everyone ya see, and sees you, that MADD is active and you support the mission and all that MADD does. The 
shirts are available in all sizes.   The shirts will come in ladies and men's style.  These are the NEW Port 
Authority® - Silk Touch™ Performance Polo. K540. The company took their legendary Silk Touch Polo and 
made it work even harder. The durable Silk Touch Performance Polo wicks moisture, resists snags and thanks 
to PosiCharge™ technology, holds onto its color for a professional look that lasts. There’s just no higher 
performing polo at this price!  3.9-ounce, 100% cationic polyester double knit …Self-fabric collar …Tag-free 
label …3-button placket with dyed-to-match buttons …Set in, open cuff sleeves …Double-needle sleeve cuffs 
and hem. The official colors of MADD are red, black, and  white but there are  lots of other colors for your 
shirt choice as the picture here shows. Cost: $25.00 per shirt ordered - $2.00 extra if you want a 2 X or larger.  

To place an order through Advisory Board member Jeanette please have the following: 
 Your name 
 Men or ladies style 
 Size &  Color 
 Payment: All shirts must be paid for before your order can be placed.  
   Cash or checks payable to Jeanette Einkauf are accepted.  
   You may mail your order with a check to: 
   Jeanette Einkauf 
   7801 Hillmont 
   Houston, TX 77040 
 For more info please call Dave at MADD at 281-590-2222 Ext. 4839 
 

Let’s show our colors as we show our support!  

informer 
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On a cold November afternoon in 1994, I was thrilled 

to put on a Montgomery County Pct. 4 badge for the 

first time.  This day should have been etched in my 

brain as an exciting day to begin a new career.  

Instead, I remember tragedy.  I was thrown head-first 

into a serious police situation.  Now that I reflect on 

that day, I realize it had a profound impact on me as a 

police officer. 

I had previously done some “ride alongs” with a good 

friend who was a State Trooper but this was different, 

I was a police officer. I was excited and apprehensive 

at the same time. I had worked hard for this and was 

ready to save the world one person at a time.  

My training officer and I were assigned to evening 

shift, serving warrants. The day was quiet, the air was 

calm, and then dusk arrived.  A Sherriff’s department 

dispatcher broke the silence when a call dropped 

regarding two kids throwing rocks at passing vehicles 

on the service road of Hwy 59 (feeder road for those 

from Texas) just across from a local game room south 

of New Caney, Texas.  We were pretty close so my 

training officer notified the dispatcher that we would 

handle the call. While en route we received a second 

call that the kids had graduated up to the freeway 

and were throwing rocks at vehicles on Hwy 59.  With 

sirens blaring, my training officer gripped the steering 

wheel tighter and tension filled the car.  We 

continued and within a couple of minutes the call was 

changed again, but this time to an auto pedestrian 

accident at the same location. We arrived on scene 

right as the call was changed. 

A vehicle had mowed down two small boys. 

The aftermath was a debris field of body parts, 

clothing and shoes as far as we could see. The first 

thing I remember focusing on was children’s legs still 

in blue jeans with bare feet.  The socks were laying a 

few feet away.  I remember thinking how strange it 

was that the impact had mostly knocked the clothing 

off of the boys and some body parts were still in them 

completely in tact.  As horrible as it is, I then knew 

what the phrase “Knock your socks off” meant, even 

though I had no desire for the information. We 

worked all evening assisting the Texas Highway Patrol 

and the Crime Scene personnel to document and 

investigate the scene.  

Drunk Drivers Affect Everyone 

By: David Kimberly, Chief of Police, Klein ISD Police Department 



What we learned from the investigation was, the 

boys were each 10 years old and had been at the 

game room with their uncle. They became bored and 

snuck outside to play. The vehicle was later identified 

as a Chevy truck or Blazer by the glass recovered at 

the scene, but there were no other leads. We had no 

witnesses or other information.   

In the days after the accident, The Highway Patrol 

began soliciting help from the community trying to 

find the vehicle and driver. For weeks we checked 

every body shop within a hundred mile radius looking 

for a possible match to the vehicle with no luck. As 

happens in many of these types of cases, we had no 

leads so the case was left open and the Highway 

Patrol moved on to others. The case remained 

unsolved for 5 years.  

Eventually, a woman came forward with information. 

The woman told investigators she had recently 

broken up with the man who hit the boys. The 

woman provided detailed information about how on 

the night of the accident, the man had come home 

drunk and told her about what happened. The man 

then took a backhoe and buried his truck in the 

backyard to conceal the crime. DPS Investigators 

obtained a search warrant and uncovered the vehicle 

linking the man to the crime. He later pled out to a 

lesser charge because prosecutors could not prove 

the man was drunk at the time of the accident.  

At the time of the accident I was an avid hunter so as 

strange as it seems the blood and body parts were 

not difficult for me. I was able to compartmentalize 

what I saw at the accident scene and carry on doing 

my job as a police officer. Unfortunately, when the 

case resurfaced, I began waking up in the middle of 

the night.   I was on edge and generally having a very 

difficult time.  I often woke up seeing the scene and 

having nightmares. At that time police officers did not 

talk about their feelings or seek help for difficulties 

from after seeing horrendous scenes at work; so I 

continued to seriously struggle with it for several 

years. Looking back now I believe it was a clear case 

of PTSD.  

Throughout the years I have been able to conclude 

why I was able to deal with the scene at the time of 

the incident.  In the 5 years that had passed since the 

day of the accident, I had become a father to two 

boys.  I began to fully understand the unconditional 

love we have for our children. Before I had kids I 

could not truly imagine the unbearable pain the 

families must have gone through losing their children.  

To this day I cannot honestly say that I do not lay 

awake waiting for my kids to come home. I know this 

is a somewhat normal thing for parents to do.  I 

cannot help but wonder if my worrying is not 

increased by some of my experiences including my 

very first day at work.  

This one individual’s decision to drink and drive 

affected not only his life but the lives of the two boys, 

their families and one first responder.  He may have 

possibly affected many others as well.  I do not know 

for certain, but I suspect if I had children the day of 

the accident, it very possibly could have been my first 

and last day in Law Enforcement.       

informer 
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The National Office of MADD has been awarded a 
NHTSA (National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration) Grant to conduct No Refusal Summits 
around the nation.  Carl McDonald at the national 
office is spearheading the event for MADD.  Waller 
County prosecutor, Warren Diepraam, the prosecutor 
who created the No Refusal program right here in 
Southeast Texas, has been selected to assist 
McDonald in coordinating the events.  The program 
brings together traffic safety planners, victim's 
advocates, police, prosecutors, and judges into a two 
day summit to discuss the merits of the program.  
Nationally recognized speakers from different regions 
of the country are utilized to assist McDonald and 
Diepraam in presenting the program.   

 

 
The first summit was in Seattle Washington and was 
attended by about 100 individuals.  The program 
included topics on creating a No Refusal Program, 
Dealing With The Media, Creative Uses of 
Technology, Judicial Results to No Refusal Programs, 
and more.  In addition, to Diepraam and McDonald, 
other presenters included the TSRPs (Traffic Safety 
Resource Prosecutors) from Washington, Oregon, 
Missouri, and Idaho and a local judge.  In the evening, 
MADD National President, Jan Withers, addressed the 
audience about MADD's mission to eliminate 
impaired driving.  Attendees came from as far away 
as Southern California, Hawaii, and Arizona.   
 
The second summit was held in July in Denver and 
was attended by about 120 individuals from across 
the central portion of the United States.  The same 
topics were presented, except this program included 
information on issues faced by newly created No 
Refusal programs.  Prosecutors from Louisiana  

NHTSA Grant to Conduct  
No Refusal Summits Around the Country 

Waller County prosecutor, Warren Diepraam; MADD 

National President, Jan Withers; MADD National 

Programs Coordinator Judy Mead; Carl McDonald, 

National Law Enforcement Initiative Coordinator at 

MADD  

Maureen McCormick (Nassau County NY Vehicular 
Crimes Prosecutor) and Warren Diepraam (Waller 
County TX Vehicular Crimes Prosecutor) at the 
summit. Both these prosecutors were the first in 
their states to convict drunk drivers of murder.  
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discussed issues they faced when implementing No 
Refusal in that state.  Attendees ranged from officers 
from Texas to judges from Colorado and others from 
the Dakotas with all states in between. 
 
The third session was a mini-summit in Jackson 
Mississippi for leaders in state transportation 
agencies and NHTSA Region 6 staff.  TxDOT and 
NHTSA funded this event to update those personnel 

about No Refusal.  Diepraam was assisted by that 
state's Highway Patrol Captain, Patrick Green and 
Sam Sinclair of NHTSA Region 6.  Green is responsible 
for conducting  
 
that state's first No Refusal Operations.  Green 
indicated that the program was a huge success and 
he hopes to expand it statewide in the near future. 
 
The next summit is scheduled for the MADD 
National Conference in Washington DC.  Please 
contact your MADD personnel to apply for travel 
grants to the program! 

Jeff Carico, RN is on the MADD SE TX Advisory 

Board and has worked many No Refusals over the 

last 7 years.   Jeff spoke  about challenges to blood 

draws. 

Mini Summit Jackson MS  Sam Sinclair, Warren 

Diepraam, and Captain Patrick Green at the 

NHTSA Region 6 No Refusal Meeting. 

Baltimore Summit 



 

NO REFUSAL FT. BEND COUNTY 

NR Leaders Orlando Mendieta DPSCAA/MADD and 
Winona Heitzel FBSOCPAAA 

On August 29th and 30th the Fort Bend County 
Sheriff’s Office Citizens Academy Alumni 
participated in their first NO REFUSAL weekend with 
the hosting agency being the Fort Bend County 
Sheriff’s Office in conjunction with the Texas 
Highway Patrol.  
 
The volunteers did an excellent job providing food, 
drinks, fresh fruit, and several snacks throughout 
the entire weekend which was in part donated by 
several vendors in the Fort Bend County area. 
Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office as well as the Texas 
Highway Patrol and several surrounding Law 
Enforcement agencies arrested 36 Drunk Drivers 

over the 2 day period. Out of the 36 arrests, 29 
consented to the blood draw and 7 resulted in 
warrants signed by the judge. 
Getting these 36 drunk drivers off  Texas roads 
potentially saved the lives of several innocent 
people and their families.  It is with great 
enthusiasm that we congratulate the participating 
Law Enforcement community on a job well done. 
 
We WELCOME the Fort Bend County Sheriff’s Office 
Citizens Police Academy Alumni to the NO REFUSAL 
weekend program and compliment you on a 
fantastic job in supporting the Deputies, Troopers, 
and Officers during the entire process. The pride of 
all involved was amazing, law enforcement and the 
CPA volunteers both! A huge “THANK YOU” to 
Winona Heitzel a NR “Rookie” leader who grabbed 
the opportunity to head up the first FT Bend CPAAA 
held NO REFUSAL. Future plans are in the works to 
bring the Texas DPSCAA, FBSOCAAA, and Sugarland 
Police Department Citizens Police Academy Alumni 
together for an upcoming NO REFUSAL weekend. 
 

THE LABOR DAY HOLIDAY WAS A TRIPLE CROWN AFFAIR! 
By: Phil Niewald, No Refusal Chair—MADD S.E. TX Advisory Board 
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NO REFUSAL HOUSTON PD 

NR Leaders Jeanette Einkauf and Phil Niewald 
HPDCPAAA/MADD 

August the 30th the Houston PD CPAAA hosted 
another legendary hamburger night held at HPD’s 
Riesner station. Mike Einkauf worked his magic as 
master chef once again.  During the night, we served 
125+ hamburgers, 40+ hot dogs and over 40 pounds 
of French fries. Along with the food, over 250 cold 
drinks with 50 pounds of ice and several deserts were 
served.  Agencies participating in the No Refusal and 
bringing in “guests” were Houston PD, DPS, San 
Jacinto PD, Harris County Constables from Precincts 
1,4,5,6,7, 8 local and Toll Road and the Harris County 
Sheriff’s Department.  HPDCPAAA volunteers hosting 
that night were Vicky Niewald, Alicia Richardson, 
Gerald Joseph, James Funk, Bien Sambilay, Rhoda 
Joseph, Cinnamon Chappell, Nona Perkins, and 
Stephanie Spinella.  Also joining us that night was LT 
Hubbard from Harris County Constable Pct. 5.  DWI 
arrests: 40-HCSO, 39-HPD, 40-HCTRA.   
 

NO REFUSAL LAPORTE 

NR Leaders Brenda Pritchard and Deb Hawthorn 
LPCPAAA 

August the 30th was also hosted by the La Porte 

CPAAA at the La Porte Police Station. Volunteers only 
had a few days to come together and prepare for 
Saturday's DWI No Refusal Night at the La Porte PD in 
Harris County, but they did so in their usual big way! 
Thanks to over sixteen (16) volunteers we were able 
to provide sandwiches, gumbo, fruit, granola bars, 
home baked cookies, brownies, cake and drinks for 
those working this important event. Many of the 
volunteers not only brought in food items but also 
stayed to ensure court and medical personnel were 
supplied with drinks and snacks. Dispatch even had a 
few treats delivered to their table in appreciation for 
all they do in communicating with those in the field. 
A special shout out goes to new volunteers and CPA 
graduates, Janice Wilson and Joan Allen for attending 
their first DWI No Refusal night. Other on site 
volunteers were Doug and Deb Hawthorn, Brenda 
Pritchard and Richard Browder. 
 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE LEADERS FOR THE 
OUTSTANDING JOB OF ORGANIZING EACH NO 
REFUSAL……….JOB WELL DONE! 
 

CPA members at La Porte Police Department 

(Standing, L-R) Deb Hathorn, Phil Niewald, Doug 

Hathorn, Richard Browder, (seated) Brenda Pritchard 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  January 27, 2015 - MADD on the Hill 

Our Texas Legislation only meets for 6 months every 

2 years! And 2015 is one of those years!!  MADD S.E. 

Texas needs your help! Please become a MADD 

delegate volunteer and join us in Austin Texas, on 

January 26, 2015, as we visit with every legislature 

(Senators and Representatives) and visit with them 

about the Bill(s) that help our victims, support our 

law enforcement, restrict the offender, and make our 

roads safer for our families and all who have to share 

a road with a drunk driver. 

MADD on the Hill is a great time, with a lot of 

excitement, and really puts you into the middle and 

heart of YOUR Texas legislation! Here’s ways we have 

made MADD on the Hill an event you will enjoy and 

remember for a long long time: 

MADD host hotel, close to the capitol for a 
discounted rate 
 

MADD hosts a breakfast reception for all 
Legislators and their staffs 
 
Relationships with each legislator is in place and 
they will hopefully see the same volunteer from 
their local office greeting them again. 
 
Visit with each legislator, from your own home 
area!  
 
Join MADD in the gallery of the capital and be 
recognized by the Speaker before they all begin 
their Representative meeting. 
 
Gather on the Capitol steps for an official “MADD 
Day on the Hill” group photo.  

If you can and will join us, get off of work for January 

27, come to Austin the night before, and make a true 

lasting impact with MADD in Texas! For more info or 

to sign up, please contact Dave at the MADD S.E.TX 

office: dave.anderson@madd.org or 281-590-2222 

Ext. 4839.  

mailto:dave.anderson@madd.org
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Carol Levin 

John McNamee 
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Latoya Smith 

Joseph Soto 

Dana Tyson 

Quincy Whitaker 

Will Womble 

MADD SOUTHEAST TEXAS 

REGIONAL ADVISORY BOARD 

Our Purpose 

Establish ways to better: 

(1) serve victims of drunk driving;  

(2) educate the public on the dangers of drinking and driving; and  

(3)equip our law enforcement officials with the tools 

     they need to remove intoxicated drivers from our roadways.  



 This year, 11,773 people will die in drunk-driving crashes – one every 45 minutes. 

 MADD is serving a victim or survivor every 10 minutes. 

 Since MADD was founded in 1980, alcohol-related fatalities have declined by more than 40%. 

 One in three people will be involved in an alcohol-related crash in their lifetime. 

 Every minute, one person is injured from an alcohol-related crash. 

 An average drunk driver has driven drunk 87 times before first arrest. 

 Drunk driving costs each adult in the country almost $500 per year. 

 Harris County is the drunk-driving capital  of  the U.S. based on the number of alcohol related fatalities per capita. 

 MADD Southeast Texas served over 2,300 victims of drunk driving in 2011. 

 In 2009 Harris County had 165 fatalities involving drivers with a BAC of .08 or higher.* 

 In the 10 counties MADD Southeast Texas served in 2009 there were 264 alcohol related fatalities involving drives 

with a BAC of .08 or higher.* 

 

* Current as of February 2012. New figures have not yet been released. 

 Alcohol is the number one drug of choice for teenagers. 

 Three in ten 8th graders have tried alcohol. 

 One in five teens binge drinks. Only 1 in 100 parents believe his or her teen binge drinks. 

 70% of children say their parents are the leading influence in whether they drink or not. 

 Approximately 5,000 people under the age of 21 die as a result of underage drinking each year. This includes death 

from car crashes, homicides, suicides, binge drinking as well as injuries from falls, burns and drowning. 
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Texas Leads  

the Nation in 

DWI Deaths. 
 

Deaths caused by 

drunk driving in the 

U.S. decreased from 

13,491 in 2006 to 

10,228 in 2010.   

That is a 24 percent 
decline. 

 

From 2006-2010 

in Texas, drunk 

driving deaths 

decreased by 

only 11 percent. 
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Texas Drunk Driving Fatalities 

Source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 

Subsidy of drunk driving fatalities: The 1,259 drunk driving 

deaths in 2010 carried an economic cost of $5.9 billion to the 

state and residents.  From 2006 to 2010, the economic cost for 

the 6,514 drunk driving deaths in Texas is estimated at $30.6 

billion.   

Texas Drunk Driving Crash Injuries 

Source: Texas Department of Transportation 

Subsidy of drunk driving related crash injuries: The 16,875 

drunk driving crash injuries in 2010 carried an economic cost of 

$2.43 billion to the state and residents.  From 2006 to 2010, the 

economic cost for the 90,909 drunk driving related crash injuries 

in Texas is estimated at $13.09 billion.  




